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 CLARITY IS KEY 

Use clear and easy language in your writing to be understood by any reader regardless of their field or whether English is 

their first language. Nonetheless it must contain certainty and concept of your research.. Make sure that you’ve described 

your methodology and approach; whilst it may seem obvious to you, it may not to your reader. And don’t forget to explain 

acronyms when they first appear. 

 BE ORIGINAL 

Communicate your unique point of view to stand out. You may be building on a concept already in existence, but you still 

need to have something new to say. Make sure you say it convincingly, and fully understand and reference what has gone 

before. 

 BE AWARE OF THE OTHER LITERATURE IN YOUR FIELD (AND REFERENCE IT) 

Make sure to tell your reader how your article relates to key work that’s already published on same or similar issue. This 

doesn’t mean you have to review every piece of previous relevant literature, but show how you are building on previous 

work to avoid accidental plagiarism. 

When you reference something, fully understand its relevance to your research so you can make it clear for your reader. 

Keep in mind that recent references highlight awareness of all the current developments in the literature that you are 

building on. This doesn’t mean you can’t include older references, just make it is clear why you’ve chosen it. If you’re the 

author of a non-research article (e.g. a Review or Opinion) you should ensure the references you cite are relevant and 

provide a fair and balanced overview of the current state of research or scholarly work on the topic. Your references should 

not be unfairly biased towards a particular research group, organization or journal. 

If you are unsure about whether to cite a source you should contact the journal editorial office for advice.  

 GIVE CREDIT TO OTHERS WORK 

Listing authors’ names on an article is an important mechanism to give credit to those who have significantly contributed 

to the work. It also ensures transparency for those who are responsible for the integrity of the content. 

 DEFINE AUTHORSHIP  

The FLJ editor will not decide on order of authorship and cannot arbitrate authorship disputes. It is the collective 

responsibility of all the individuals who have conducted the work to determine who should be listed as authors, and the 

order in which authors should be listed. 

 USE OF FIGURES/DATA 

You should only use images and figures in your article if they are relevant and valuable to the work reported. Please refrain 

from adding content of this type which is purely illustrative and does not add value to the scholarly work. 

 RESEARCH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY 

FLJ values professional research ethics and integrity, hence takes the issue of plagiarism very seriously. Plagiarism is 

defined as “When somebody presents the work of others (data, words or theories) as if they were his/her own and without 

proper acknowledgment.” For FLJ, this applies to data, images, words or ideas taken from any materials in electronic or 

print formats without sufficient attribution. The use of any such material either directly or indirectly should be properly 

acknowledged in all instances. You should always cite your source.  


